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Conference Overview

ABC’s Attorneys Conference gives you the opportunity to advance your 
legal knowledge and share ideas with peers from across the nation. 

Get ready to hear from nationally known labor law authorities 
from both the private and public sectors, including National Labor 
Relations Board and Department of Labor experts.

The content-rich program covers the latest legal developments 
and insights impacting labor law and open competition in the 
construction industry, including:

•	 New updates on the administration’s pro-labor agenda  
that impact the construction industry

•	 Effectively coping with union organizing and corporate 
campaigns

•	 Best practices for challenging state and federal PLAs 

•	 Political law compliance issues in the 2012 election year

•	 Health care reform updates and the law’s impact on the 
construction industry 



Conference Schedule*

Wednesday, December 7

6 – 7:30 p.m. 	 Networking Reception 

Thursday, December 8

7:15 – 8:15 a.m. 	 Continental Breakfast

8:15 – 8:30 a.m.	 Welcome
Michael Bellaman, ABC President and CEO
Michael Uremovich, 2011 ABC National Chairman 

8:30 – 9:15 a.m.	 The Year in Review: Recent Legal Developments 
Affecting Merit Shop Construction Contractors 
Maurice Baskin, Esq., Venable LLP, Washington, D.C.

ABC’s general counsel will provide an overview of cases and federal 
rulemakings in 2011 that will impact ABC members and the merit 
shop construction industry. 

9:15 – 10 a.m. 	 The Administration’s Pro-Labor Agenda and ABC’s 
Defense Strategy 
Geoff Burr, Vice President of Federal Affairs, ABC National 

The administration’s pro-labor agenda presents new challenges for 
employers and their attorneys. Hear about ABC’s efforts to block 
pending regulations favorable to unions, as well as ABC’s proactive 
legislative agenda and defense strategy to combat the administration’s 
pro-labor efforts. 

10 – 10:15 a.m. 	 Break

10:15 – 11 a.m. 	 An Insider’s View of the NLRB 
Brian Hayes, Board Member, National Labor Relations Board

For more than a year, the NLRB has moved forward with an agenda that 
has negative implications for merit shop contractors. Board member Hayes 
will share his thoughts on pending and upcoming NLRB cases impacting 
the construction industry, as well as the overall direction of the board.

*Schedule is subject to change
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11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 	 Strategies for Coping with Union Organizing and 
Corporate Campaigns under the Pro-Union NLRB 
Bruce Cross, Esq., Cross, Gunter et al, Little Rock, Ark.
Philip Miscimarra, Esq., Morgan Lewis, Chicago

Gain insights and recommendations on how to cope with the recent 
rulemakings by the NLRB, including its push for faster elections, the new 
notice posting requirement, expanded remedies for alleged unfair labor 
practices and rulings in favor of coercive union tactics such as bannering. 

12:15 – 2 p.m. 	 Luncheon 
M. Patricia Smith, Solicitor of Labor, U.S. Department of Labor 

The U.S. Department of Labor has become more influential than ever in 
the Obama administration. Hear about recent regulatory and enforcement 
issues of particular interest to merit shop attorneys, including revised 
“persuader” reporting requirements, worker misclassification, the Davis-
Bacon Act, OSHA and affirmative action. 

2 – 3 p.m.	 Coping with the DOL’s New Pro-Union Agenda
James Pease, Esq., Constangy, Brooks & Smith, LLP, Madison, Wis.
Alexander J. Passantino, Esq., Seyfarth Shaw LLP, Washington, D.C. 
Edwin G. Foulke Jr., Esq., Fisher & Phillips LLP, Atlanta

Two former DOL officials and an ABC chapter attorney share their views on how 
to cope with the DOL’s aggressively pro-union agenda, including the potentially 
game changing “persuader” rule, executive orders, expanded enforcement of 
overtime and prevailing wage laws, and increased OSHA enforcement. 

3 – 3:15 p.m.	 Break

3:15 – 4:15 p.m. 	 Best Practices for Challenging State and Federal PLAs 
Ben Brubeck, Director of Labor and Federal Procurement, ABC National 
Andy Conlin, Senior Manager of State and Local Affairs, ABC National 

Gain valuable insights into best practices for challenging state and federal 
project labor agreements (PLAs), including an overview of grassroots 
campaigns and legal actions. The discussion also will provide an update of 
recent federal PLA legislative developments.
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4:15 – 5:15 pm	 Open Forum (Members Only) 
Moderator: Maurice Baskin, Esq., Venable LLP

Take this opportunity to engage in interactive discussion and legal 
strategizing about the day’s sessions with conference participants. 

6 – 7:30 p.m.	 Reception

Friday, December 9

7:15 – 8:30 a.m. 	 Continental Breakfast

8:30 – 9:15 a.m. 	 Political Law: What ABC Attorneys Need to Know
Chris Singerling, Director of Political Affairs, ABC National 
Carol A. Laham, Esq., Wiley Rein LLP, Washington, D.C. 

With the 2012 political season around the corner, recognizing the 
legalities of political fundraising and expenditures can be vital to ABC 
and the construction industry. Understand the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
decision in Citizens United v. FEC and learn how to comply with 
common political law issues at the federal and state levels.

9:15 – 10:15 a.m. 	 Employment Law Developments in 2011
Manesh Rath, Esq., Keller & Heckman, Washington, D.C.
Thomas A. Lenz, Esq., Atkinson, Andelson et al., Cerritos, Calif. 

Learn about recent Supreme Court cases and other rulings on 
employment law issues across the country and their impact on the 
construction industry. 

10:15 – 10:30 a.m. 	Break 

10:30 – 11:15 a.m. 	Health Care Reform Law – One Year Later
Anne E. Phelps, Partner/Principal, Washington Council Ernst & Young, Washington, D.C. 
Heather E. Meade, Senior Manager, Washington Council Ernst & Young, 
Washington, D.C.

The massive and complex health care reform law celebrated its one-
year anniversary on March 23, 2011. Learn how the law and recently 
issued regulations will impact employers in the construction industry. 

11:15 a.m. – 12 p.m.	 Open Forum Wrap Up (Members Only)
Moderator: Maurice Baskin, Esq., Venable LLP

Take this opportunity to engage in interactive discussion and legal 
strategizing about the day’s sessions with conference participants.



The Westin Georgetown
2350 M. Street, NW, Washington D.C. 20037
(202) 429-0100 or (800) 937-8461
www.WestinGeorgetown.com 

Hotel Room Rate Deadline  
and Reservations
A block of rooms is reserved at the discounted room 
rate of $249 single/double until Monday, Nov. 14.  
To make a reservation, call (800) 937-8461 and 
mention the 2011 ABC Attorneys Conference or go  
to www.abc.org/AttorneysConference to make a 
reservation online. 

Check-In and Check-Out
Check-in is 3 p.m. and check-out is 12 p.m.

Hotel Cancellation Policy
Reservations can be cancelled up to 72 hours prior to 
arrival without penalty. If the cancellation takes place 
within 72 hours of the scheduled arrival, a cancellation 
fee equal to one night’s room revenue will be charged, 
with the exception of a personal or medical emergency 
for which verification can be provided. 

Hotel Services and 
Concessions
•	 Complimentary in-room Internet 
•	 Complimentary use of the fitness facility 

Parking
Self-parking is available for $34 per day with no in-
and-out privilege. Valet parking is available for $40 
per day with in-and-out privileges.

Area Airports and 
Transportation
Ronald Reagan National Airport (DCA) A one-way taxi 
costs approximately $20-$25. It takes 15 minutes to 
get to the hotel. Super Shuttle is also available for 
$13 one way. Contact (800) 258-3826 or  
www.supershuttle.com to make a reservation.

Dulles International Airport (IAD) A one-way taxi 
costs approximately $60-$65. It takes 45 minutes 
to an hour to get to the hotel. Super Shuttle is also 
available for $13 one way. Contact (800) 258-3826  
or www.supershuttle.com to make a reservation.

Airline Discount
To receive a 5 percent discount on American Airlines, 
call (800) 433-1790 or visit www.aa.com and use 
promo code 73N1AQ.

Car Rental Discounts
Avis - Call (888) 754-8878 or visit www.avis.com and 
use corporate account A784199 to receive a discount.

Enterprise - Call (800) RENT-A-CAR or visit 
www.enterprise.com and use corporate account 
16KT752 and PIN# ABC to receive a discount.

Weather and Attire
The average high for Washington, D.C., in December 
is 47 degrees and the average low is 32 degrees. 
Meeting rooms are often chilly so please dress 
appropriately.   

Questions?
Please contact the ABC Meetings Department at  
(703) 812-2021 or meetings@abc.org.

Hotel and Travel Information
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1. Registrant Information       (One conference registrant per form. Please photocopy for additional registrants.)

Name:

Spouse/Guest Name:

Preferred Name(s) for Badge (if different from above): 

	 Occupation:	 Attorney	 Other:

Company:

Address:

City, State, ZIP:

Phone:

Fax:

Email:

ABC Chapter Name:

Emergency Contact and Phone Number:

Specify any Disabilities or Special Requirements:

CLE Credits: If you would like ABC to ask your state about CLE credits for this conference, please	

indicate the state(s) for which you seek credits:

Registration Policies: Full payment 
must accompany this registration 
form. ABC cannot invoice attendees 
for fees and registration cannot be 
accepted by telephone. Registration 
confirmation will be emailed upon 
receipt of the completed registration 
form and full payment.

Cancellation Policies: Cancellations 
received by Nov. 21, 2011, will receive 
a full refund. Cancellations made 
between Nov. 21 and Dec. 5 will be 
assessed a $100 administrative fee 
per registrant. No refunds will be given 
after Dec. 5 or for no-shows. Refund 
requests must be submitted in writing. 

Travel and Hotel Reservations: 
Attendees are responsible for making 
their own travel and hotel reservations.

Check Enclosed (payable to ABC)

Credit Card:             Visa           MasterCard           American Express 

Card Number:                                                             Exp. Date:

Print Name on Card: 

Authorized Signature:  

3.	Payment Information

4. Three ways to register!

Mail this form 
with check or  
credit card info to:  
ABC Meetings Dept. 
4250 North Fairfax Dr.  
9th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22203 

Fax this form 
with credit card info 
to the ABC Meetings 
Dept.: (703) 812-8235

Go online
to get more information  
or to register using our 
secure website:  
www.abc.org/
AttorneysConference

Registration Form

BR1

2.	Conference Fees	  	 After

		  By Nov. 14	 Nov. 14	      Amount

	 Member Full Registration	 $645	 $695

	 Member Day Rate: Thursday	 $470	 $495		

Member Day Rate: Friday 	 $470	 $495 

CLRF Full Registration	 $645	 $695

	 CLRF Day Rate: Thursday	 $470	 $495		

CLRF Day Rate: Friday 	 $470	 $495

	 Chapter Full Registration	 $470	 $520

	 Spouse/Guest for Wednesday & Thursday Receptions	 $160	 $185

		                     	      Total :


