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Date Received by CLRF: 
Application for Legal Assistance
All funding is subject to and must comply with the 

Conditions and Obligations of Funding set forth in this application

INSTRUCTIONS:  This application must be completed in full and submitted to Lauren Williams, ABC’s Legal and Regulatory Affairs Assistant, at lewilliams@abc.org.  The date on which the application is received by the CLRF Administrator will be considered the date the application is received by CLRF.  CLRF will not fund any legal fees and/or expenses related to the application that an applicant incurs prior to the date on which CLRF receives the application.    

Applications submitted after the applicable deadline posted on the ABC website may not be considered by the trustees at the next CLRF meeting.   Click here for the list of application deadlines and trustee meeting dates. 
All non-legal questions regarding the application and application procedures, billing and invoicing should be directed exclusively to the CLRF Administrator. 
Applicants and/or their attorneys may wish to discuss their case’s legal theory and strategy informally with CLRF General Counsel, Maury Baskin at (202) 344-4823 or mbaskin@venable.com prior to submitting the application to CLRF.  Doing so may help avoid delays in the CLRF trustees’ consideration of an application.  
(NOTE: Please press the “Tab” key to move to the next form box.  Use the “Return” key to create a new paragraph within a field, if necessary.)
Part I.  This is an application for one or more of the following (check applicable):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assistance in funding a legal case

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Amicus brief by CLRF in support of a legal case
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please explain): 
Part II.  Summary Information (including any deadlines):

1. Name of case:       
2. Synopsis of significant legal issues and why the case should be funded by CLRF:       
3. Court and other applicable deadlines: (please list)      
Part III. Additional Information:  If there are multiple applicants, contact information for each applicant must be provided, otherwise insert “N/A”. 
1.  Applicant’s Contact information:

· Name:       
· Phone:      
●
Fax:      
●
E-Mail:      
●
Address:      
Applicant #2’s Contact information:

· Name:       
· Phone:       
●
Fax:      
●
E-Mail:      
●
Address:      
Applicant #3’s Contact information:

· Name:       
· Phone:      
●
Fax:      
●
E-Mail:      
●
Address:      
2.  For Contractor applicants, please provide: 
●
Year joined ABC:     
· Years in business:     
· Last year’s sales volume:      
3.
Applicant’s legal counsel contact information:

●
Attorney’s Name:      
· Firm name:      
· Phone:      
●
Fax:      
●
E-Mail:      
●
Address:      
4.
Is counsel an ABC chapter attorney?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
· Attach resume or biography of applicant’s attorney, unless the attorney has been the counsel on a matter previously funded by the CLRF.
5.
Chapter/National Endorsement Letter:

· Attach the required chapter and/or national endorsement letter(s)
Part IV.  Information Supporting the Case: 
1.
Attach detailed information about the matter.  Include a copy of relevant briefs, pleadings, complaints, legal opinions, newspaper articles, etc.  If no formal documents exist, please expand on, but keep separate from, the summary description provided in response to Part II of the application.  This information is required so that the trustees and staff can thoroughly understand the nature of the case and its potential precedential impact.
2.   Recommendations on the merits of the case: Identify and discuss the legal objective(s), existing case law, and the probability of success.  At a minimum, the description should include a detailed discussion of the following specific information: 

· why the case should be important to CLRF;

· why a favorable outcome would set a broad industry precedent;

· what case law is favorable to the theory of applicant’s  case;

· what case law is adverse to the theory of applicant’s case; 
· an analysis of the specific court in which the matter will be brought, including how the court has ruled in prior similar cases and what, if any, favorable or unfavorable predisposition the court has to the matters that would be present by applicant’s case; and 

· why a lower court decision of mootness (if applicable) is wrong and should be appealed.    

Part V.  Legal Budget (Total cost of each listed stage or phase):  

1.  Please provide detailed estimates for all legal stages or phases of the case (e.g., discovery, trial, appeal, etc.) anticipated to bring case to fruition, including a supporting explanation of the extent of work that would be required at each stage/phase.  For example, the explanation of the discovery stage should describe what forms and amount of discovery will be needed by applicant and is anticipated from the other side (e.g., six depositions, document production and interrogatories).  NOTE: CLRF will not consider funding a case without a detailed cost estimate.  All funding shall be based upon not-to-exceed estimates provided by applicant’s attorney.  
	Legal Stage/Phase
	Amount

	     


	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	Potential Funding Total
	$   0.00


2.  Proposed financial contribution to the total cost of the stage(s)/phase(s) to be funded under this specific application:
	Phase(s)      
	Amount

	By Applicant


	     

	By Chapter
	     

	National
	     

	By CLRF
	     

	Contribution Total
	$   0.00


[Continued Next Page]
Conditions and Obligations of Funding

1.  Applicant is responsible to provide the required information to the Construction Legal Rights Foundation (CLRF).  Funding requests that do not provide the information required above will not be considered.  If assistance is needed, contact Lauren Williams at lewilliams@abc.org.

2.  Financial assistance will not be provided for costs other than professional fees and related expenses. Chapter and applicant overhead expenses, expenses to produce witnesses, etc. will not be reimbursed.

3.  For all legal hearings, and other proceedings related to the case for which the CLRF has provided support, the applicant(s) shall furnish at applicant’s expense all documents in their possession that are needed to support applicant’s claims or defenses and will make available at applicant’s expense any and all witnesses in applicant’s employ necessary for proof thereof.

4.  The Construction Legal Rights Foundation trustees meet regularly (and will meet by teleconference in emergencies) to consider funding requests.  At each meeting, trustees evaluate all funding requests that have been properly submitted by the due date for such submissions.  The trustees reserve the right to fund, table a matter for more information, or reject a funding request.

5.  CLRF funding will not be provided under any circumstances for legal fees and other costs that have been incurred by applicant prior to the time an application is received by the by the CLRF Administrator at ABC National.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to assure that the application is received by the CLFR Administrator in a timely manner.  Applications may be submitted via email (preferred), facsimile, mail.
6.  If the trustees decide to provide funding, it will be in an amount, and upon such terms, as the trustees, in their sole judgment, deem appropriate.  Amounts funded by CLRF are required to be reimbursed in full or in part by applicant in the event applicant receives a settlement or damage award in proportion to the amount of the settlement or damage award received.  
7.  If the trustees table a matter for more information, the applicant or the applicant’s attorney or other representative will be contacted by CLRF with a request for clarification and/or additional information.

8.  If the trustees reject a request, an applicant may request reconsideration and should supply such additional information as appropriate.
9.  Funding decisions by CLRF will be confirmed by letter in accord with CLRF procedures in effect at that time.  No funding may be authorized verbally by anyone and no funding will be issued or decision become effective until a Funding Agreement is accepted and signed by all parties to the matter, as listed on the Funding Agreement.  The Funding Agreement is the actual document by which the Foundation advises an applicant of a decision by the Foundation to provide funding and the terms of that commitment.  Funding for actions beyond those specifically authorized in the Funding Agreement must be applied for separately, and separately approved by CLRF.  Approval of this application should not be taken as a guarantee that further support of later stages/phases will be authorized.

10.  Dollar amounts approved and provided for each stage/phase of the action are not-to-exceed amounts.  Dollar amounts for future phases are budgeted estimates and may be revised if the matter proceeds to those stages/phases and CLRF approves such additional funding. 
11.  Except to the extent provided in this document, the CLRF, applicant(s), and the sponsoring ABC Chapter or National, each hereby declare that all causes of action, liabilities and demands they may have against each other with respect to this matter, whether now known or arising in the future, are waived.

12.  Notwithstanding any action of the CLRF, applicant’s counsel may take whatever steps are necessary to preserve applicant’s right to appeal or take other appropriate action.
	Applicant Signature  _________________________________


Print Name       
Title       

	Chapter President Signature  _____________________________


Print Name       
Title       


	Attorney Signature  _________________________________


Print Name       
Title       

	Chapter Chairman Signature  ____________________________

                  Print Name       
Title       



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For further information about the Construction Legal Rights Foundation or its procedures, or to receive an application for assistance, please contact:
Lauren Williams
ABC’s Legal and Regulatory Affairs Assistant 
Construction Legal Rights Foundation

c/o Associated Builders and Contractors

4250 N. Fairfax Drive, 9th Floor

Arlington, VA  22203

(703) 812-2001 or lewilliams@abc.org
