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         (Your phone number)



(Today’s Date)
(Your City) – Associated Builders and Contractors (ABC) of (your chapter) today announced that (name of company) has achieved the Platinum level of ABC’s prestigious Safety Training and Evaluation Process (STEP) program. 
To achieve ABC’s STEP Platinum level, among other requirements, a company must have a total recordable incident rate at least 25 percent below specific industry averages for the previous data year, maintain an Experience Modification Rate (EMR) of 0.800 (for small companies with less than 100 employees, the EMR limit is 0.900), submit their official U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) Forms 300 and 300A on work-related injuries and illnesses for review, and achieve a specific STEP self-evaluation score.
“It truly is an honor and a privilege to be able to recognize (name of company) for their continued dedication to providing training and safe workplaces for their employees,” said ABC President and CEO Kirk Pickerel. “These companies have used the STEP program to evaluate and build upon already stellar safety programs and become leaders in training and incident prevention. Indeed, these companies continue to strive for our most important goal, to send every construction industry employee home safe to their families, every day.”

STEP was established in 1989 by the ABC National Environment, Health & Safety Committee to assist ABC member contractors in evaluating and improving corporate safety practices and recognize outstanding safety training efforts.  STEP awards are presented annually in five categories: Participant, Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum.  Each year, over 2,000 contractors of various sizes participate in the STEP program.  
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Associated Builders and Contractors (ABC) is a national association representing nearly 25,000 merit shop construction and construction-related firms in 78 chapters across the United States. For more news and information, visit ABC’s website, www.abc.org.
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